Nurses' views about services for older people with learning disabilities.
To explore nurses' views of the strengths and weaknesses of current patterns of service provision for older people with learning disabilities in relation to three service models and parent/carer needs. Focus groups were held with mental health nurses, practice nurses and nurses specialising in the care of people with a learning disability, and an interview was held with a district nurse. Some services may not be prepared for this client group, nor in some cases be appropriate for it, and there appears to be little specialist provision or use made of mental health services. Specialist services and/or teams should be developed to address the complex needs of older people with learning disabilities, particularly those who develop dementia.